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Remarks on Religion, and on real Politenefs. 


[From Letters written by the late Right Hon. William Pitt, the firft 
Earl of Chatham, to his Nephew, Thomas Pitt, Efg. afterwards 
Lord Camelford. ] 


Come now to the part of theadviceI have to offer to you, which 
» moft nearly concerns your welfare, and upon which every 
good and honourable purpofe of your life will affuredly turn; 
I mean the keeping up in your heart the true fentiments of re- 
ligion. If. you are not right towards God, you can never be fo 
towards man, The nobleft fentiment of the human breaft is 
here brought to the teft. Is gratitude in the number of a man’s 
virtues? If it be, the bighelt benefattor demands the warmeft 
returns of gratitude, love, and praife: Ingratum qui dixerit, 
omnia dixit, If aman wants this virtue where there are infinite 
obligations to excite and quicken it, he will be likely to want all 
others towards his fellow-creatures, whofe utmoft gifts are poor 
compared with thofe he daily receives at the hands of his never. 
failing Almighty Friend. ‘*‘ Remember thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth’’ is big with the deepeft wifdom.. ‘* The fear of 
the Lorp is the beginning of wifdom; and an upright heart, 
that is underftanding.’’ This is eternally true, whether the wits 
and rakes of Cambridge allow it or not; nay, I muit add of 
this religious wifdom, “ her ways are ways of pleafantnefs, 
and all her paths are peace ;” whatever your young gentlemen 
of pleafure think of a whore and a bottle, a tainted health and 
battered conftitution. Hold taft, therefore, by this fheet-anchor 
of happinefs, religion; you will often want it in the times of 
moft danger; the itorms and tempelts of life. Cherifh true re. 
ligion as precioufly as you would fly with abhorrence and con. 
tempt fuperflition and enthufiafm. The firft is the perfeétion 
Vol. 44. Q and 
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and glory of the human nature; the two laft the deprivation 
and diferace of tt. Remember the effence of religion is, a 
heart void of offence towards Gop and man; not fubtle fpecu- 
lative opinions, but an aftive vital principle of faith. The 
words of a heathen were fo fine that I muft give them to you: 
compofttum jus, fafque animi, fanGofque receffus mentis, et 
incodum generofo pectus honefto. 


After the above important and valuable admonitions, we have 
in letter v. his lordfhip’s obfervations on matters of a lighter 
nature, but, nevertherlefs, indifpenfable in the conftitution of a 
gentleman. Ridiculing the idea of a good or a great man being 
above attending to a noble, engaging, and proper management 
of his perfon, he makes this remark: “ As if the body, béecaufe 
inferior, were not a part of the compofition of man; and the 
eafy, ready, and graceful ufe of himfelf, both in mind and limb, 
did not go to make up the charafter of an accomplifhed man.” 
“* Now as to politenefs,” continues he, “* many have attempted 
definitions of it: I believe it is beftto be known by defcrips 
tion; definition not being able to comprife ic. I would, how- 
ever, venture to call it benevolence in trifles, or the preference 
of others to ourfelves, in little daily, hourly occurrences in the 
commierce of life. A better place, a more commodious feat, 
priority in being helped at table, &c. what is it but facrificing 
ourfelves in fuch trifles, to the convenience and pleafure of 
others ? And this conflitutes true politenefs. It is a perpetual 
attention (by habit it grows ealy and natural to us) to the little 
wants of thofe we are with, by which we either prevent or ree 
move them. Let your behaviour towards fuperiors in dignity, 
age, learning, or any diftinguifhed excellence, be full of refpe&, 
deference, and modefty. Towards equals nothing becomes a 
man fo well as well-bred eafe, polite freedom, generous frank- 
nefs, manly f{pirit, always tempered with gentlenefs and {weet 
nefs of manner, noble fincerity, candour and opennefs of heart, 
qualified and reftrained within the bounds of difcretion and 
prudence, and ever limited by a facred regard to fecrecy, in all 
things entrulted* to it, and an invaluable attachment to your 
word. To inferior’, gentlenefs, condefeenfion, and affability, 
is the only dignity. Towards fervants, never accuftom y ourfelf 
to reuch atid paffionate language. When they are good, we 
fhould confider them as Aumiles amict, as fellow Chrittians, uf 
conferve s and whenthey are bad, pity, admonifh, and part 
with them, if incorrigible. On al! occafions beware of anger, 
that demon, that deftroyer of our peace.’ 


Mr, 
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Mr. Henry Redhead Yorke’s Account of his Interwews with 
the celebrated Thomas Paine, at Paris. 


R. YORKE found much difficulty in difcovering his re- 

fidence, but having at length maflered this, and being in- 

formed by his female fervant that he was afleep, he thus con- 
tinues : 

‘** In two minutes fhe returned, and ufhered me into a little 
dirty room, containing a fmall wooden table and two chairs. 
* This,’ faid fhe, ‘ is Mr. Paine’s room.’ I never fat down in 
fuch a filthy apartment in the whole courfe of my life. The 
chimney hearth was an heap of dirt ; there was not a {peck of 
cleanlinefs to be feen ; three thelves were filled with palieboard 
boxes, each labelled after the manner of a minifler of foreign 
affairs, correfpondence Americaine, Britanique, Francaife ; no- 
tices politiques; le citoyen Francais, &c. In one corner ot 
the room ftood feveral huge bars of iron, curiouily fhaped, and 
two large trunks: oppofite the fire-place, a board covered with 
pamphlets and journals, having more the appearance of a drefler 
in a fcullery than a fide-board. 

** Such was the wretched habitation of Thomas Paine, one of 
the founders of American independence ; whofe extraordinary 
genius muft ever command attention, and whofe writings have 
fummoned to aétion the minds of the moft enlightened politi- 
ciansof Europe! How different the humble dwelling of this 
apoftle of freedom from thofe gorgeous manfions tenanted by 
the founders of the French republic! : 

“* After I had waited a fhort time, Mr. Paine came down 
flairs, and entered the room, dreffed in along flannel gown. 
I was forcibly ftruck with his altered appearance. Time feemed 
to have made dreadful ravages over his whole frame, and a fettled 
melancholy was vifible on his countenance. He defired me to 
be feated, and although he did not recolleét me for a confiderable 
time, he converfed with his ufual affability. I confefs I fele 
extremely furprifed that he fhould have forgotten me; but I 
refolved not to make my felf- known to him, as long as it could 
be avoided with propriety. In order to try his memory, I re- 
ferred toa number of. circumitances which had occurred while 
we were in company, but carefully abflained from hinting that 
we had ever lived together. Hewould frequently put bis hand 
to his forehead, and exclaim, “ Ah! 1 know that voice, but my 
recolleétion fails !”’ 

** At length, I thought it time to remove bis fufpenfe, and 
flated an incident which inflantly recalled meto his mind. It is 
impoflible to defcribe the fudden change which this efle&ied ia 
his appearance and manner; his countenance brightened, he 
prelled me by the hand, and a filent tear {tole down his cheek. 
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Nor was I lefs affe&ted than himfelf. For fome time we fat with- 
out a word efcaping from our lips. ‘* Thus «re we met once 
more, Mr. Paine,’ I refumed, ‘ after a long feparation of ten 
years, and after having been both of us feverely weather. 
beaten.’ * Ay,’ he replied, ‘ and who would have thought 
that we fhould meet at Paris ?’ 

** He then enquired what motive had brought me here ; and 
on my explaining myfelf, he obferved with a {mile of contempt, 

they have fhed blood enough for liberty, and now they have it 
in perfection. This is not a country for an honeft man to live 
in ; they do not underftand any thing at all of the principles of 
free government, and the beft way 1s, to leave them to them- 
felves. You feethey have conquered al] Europe only to make 
it more miferable than it was before.’ Upon this I remarked, 
that I was furprifed to hear him fpeak in fuch defponding lan- 
guage of the fortune of mankind, and that I thought much might 
yet be done forthe republic. * Republic !’ heexclaimed, ‘ do 
you call this a republic ? why, they are worfe off than the 
flaves at Conftantinople ; for there they expeét to be bafhaws in 
Heaven, by fubmitting to be flaves below; but here, they be- 
lieve neither in Heaven nor Hell, and yet are flaves by choice. 
I know of no republic in the world, except America, which is 
the only country for fuch men as you and I. It is my inten- 
tion to get away from this place as foon as poflible, and I hope 
to be off inautumn: youare a young man, and may fee better 
times ; but I have done with Europe, and its flavifh politics.’ 

I admitted that America might be always looked to as the 
country of forlorn hope, but that I entertained great doubts 
whether I fhould be happy in it; and I enumerated my objec. 
tions, concluding with the want of fociety, and my apprehen- 
fons refpeéting the yellow fever, which I ftated you had re- 
preiented to mein a very unfavourable light. Both thefe ob- 
jections he endeavoured to controvert, by fhewing that there was 
as good fociety in America, and better in many ref{peéts, than in 
all Europe ; and as to the yellow fever, it had been imported, 
and there could benodoubt it would wholly difappearby the pur- 
fuit of proper precautions: he then made ufe of fome ingenious 
arguments to prove this, and affirmed that it had of late years 
{carcely ever proved fatal to perfons in eafy circumftances, on 
account of their having withdrawn into the country at its firft 
appearance. But his argument carried irrefiftible convi€tion to 
my mind, when he infifted that it was the only circumftance 
that had deterred Europeans from emigrating thither ; which he 
iiiuflrated by a comparative ftatement of the influx of popula- 
tion before and fince the breaking out of that peftilential ma- 
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** It would require the leifure and faculty of Jamie Bofwell 
himfelf to detail all the converfations which I had with Mr. 
Paine, or the opinions and anecdoies which he recounted. Iam 
fure they would fill a volume. (I fhail therefore conclude this 
account of him with a few words refpeéting his acquaintance 
with Bonaparte, 

Vhen the hero of Italy had returned to Paris, in order to 
take the command of that army of England, with whofe’ left 
wing he afterwards fe: off to conquer the department of the 
Thames cn the burning fands of Egypt, he calledon Mr. Paine, 
and invited himto dinner. Inthe courle of bis rapturous ecfta- 
fies, he declared that a flatue of gold ought to be ereéted to him 
in every city inthe univerfe; he alfo affured him that he always 
flept with his book* under his pill: W, and conjured him to hoe 
nour him with his corref{pondence and advice. 

“When the military council at Paris, who dire&ted all the 
movements of Bunaparte (though he has the merit of them) 
came to a ferious confultation about the invafion of England, Mr. 
Paine was invited to aflift at the fitting. After they had ran- 
facked aud examined all the plans, charts, and proje&s of the 
old government, Bonaparte tubmitted to them the propriety of 
hearing what Citizen Paine had to fay uponthe fubje&. But 
I fhould have ftated that, without one diflenting voice, they 
were all of opinion that the meafure was impracticable, dange- 
rous even in idea, and flill more fo in the attempt. General 
D’Arcon, a celebrated engineert, was one of this council, and 
prefent on the occafion. He laughed at the proje&, and faid, 
that all thofe pians and {chemes had better be made cartridge. 
paper of ; for there was nv Prince Charles (meaning the Pre. 
tender) now-a-days ; and that they might as well attempt to in- 
vade the moon as England with its fuperior fleet at fea. ‘ Oh!’ 
exclaimed Bonaparte, “ but there will be a fog.’—* Ah!’ re- 
plied ‘D’Arcon, * and there will be an Englith fleet in that fog.’ 

Cannot we pafs?’ faid Bonaparte— Doubtlefs,’ anfwered 
the other, * by diving twenty fathom under water :’ then look- 
ing fledfaftly at the hero. © General,’ faid he, * the earth is our 
own, but not the fea. We muft recruit our fleets before we can 
hope to make any impreflion on England ; and even then the 
enterprize would be traught with perdition, unlefs we could raife 
a diverfion among the people.” Then Bonaparte: ‘ That is 
the very point I mean : here is Citizen Paine, who willtell you 
that the whole Englith nation, except the royal family, and the 
Hanoverians who have been created peers of the reali, and ab- 
forb the greateft part of the land property, are ardently burning 
for fratermization.’ 


** Paine, 


« * The Rights of Man.” 
t Ele dirc&ed the iiege of Gibraltar in the American war. 
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** Paine, being called upon, faid, ‘ It is now feveral years fince 
I have been in England, and therefore I can only judge of it by 
what I knew when I was there. I think the people are very 
difaffeéied, but I.am forry to add, that, if the expedition fhould 
efcape the fleet, I think the army would be cut in pieces. The 
only way to kill England is to annihilate her commerce.’ 

* This opinion was backed by all -the council; and Bona. 
parte, turning to Paine, afked how Jong he thought it would take 
to annihilate the Englifh commerce ? Paine an{wered, that every 
thing depended on a peace. From that hour Bonaparte never 
{pole to him ; and when he had finifhed his adventures in, 
Egypt, and had flolen back to France, he pafled by him at the 
grand dinner that was given to the generals of the republic, a 
fhort time before his ufurpation, ftaring him in the face, and 
faying to General Lafnes, in the hearing of Paine, ‘ The Eng- 
hifh are all alike in every country—they are all rafcals.’” 





On MENTAL TASTE. 


T is much to be lamented that mankind is fo abforbed in fen- 
fual gratifications, that all the finer feelings of the mind are 
totally difregarded, as if they were intended by their Creator to 
Jive and die as the beafts that perifh: and even amongft thofe 
who have had the advantage of a good education, proper atten- 
tion is not paid to that genius with which they are endewed. 
The obje&is of time and fenfe do too much engage their 


thoughts, and they are led imperceptibly into the enjoy ment of 1 
forbidden pleafures. They appear to be alive to the diverfions ' 
of the prefent age, and Ranelagh and Vauxhall have far more ( 
charms than a library of well-fele¢ted authors. Others are fo t 
fond of the gaming.-table and the chace, that they have no time I 
for literary purfuits. Some have been fo bewildered by the r 
flights of enthufiafm, that they have in reality defpifed ufeful V 
learning. So that the dcbauchee and the enthufiaft are equal c 
enemies to fcientific refearches. Happy indeed is it for thofe b 
who can make proper allowances tor human frailty, and keep 9 
inemfelves free from every indulgence which has atendency to K 
preventimprovement in thofe fludies, to which they-are impelled 
by their peculiar genius. This 1s exemplified remarkably » the T 
life of Camillus. He has had the advantage of a liberal) education, ki 
having ‘been initiaited into fladies, which he has purfued with in 
his growing years. A good fortune has lately come into his Hs 
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him free from mean purfuits. He cultivates a country life, as 
calculated to befriend the mufes ; but he patronifes every infti- 
tution in town, that has the advantages of learning in view. His 
hours of relaxation are comparatively but few, as he has fomany 
ufeful methods to employ his time. One part of which is de- 
dicated to the fervice of religion, of courfe he is no friend to 
infidelity. He views it as an hoftile enemy to God and man. 
The writings of Voltaire and Rouffeau are therefore difcounte- 
nanced. He has perceived the ill effeéts of infidelity on the 
manners of mankind: that it has been the fource of mifery to 
nations, families, and individuals, and therefore he is thankful 
for the pages of divine infpiration. 

Having a living in the church lately fallen to him, he has pre- 
fented it to a worthy friend, who has difcharged his duty as a 
country curate, for many years, and who has a large family. He 
is himfelf a regular attendant ona place of public worfhip; and 
it appears that his religion is not confinedtgaehurch, for he is 
the fame uniform charatter inthe general deportment of his life. 
Thus it appears, that atafte for polite literature is not inimical to 
Chriftianity, but is of effential fervice. 

Mental tafle is an acquifition, for which we can never be fuf- 
ficiently thankful ; it opens to our view fources of general know- 
ledge: ‘* The man of tafle (as a judicious and fenfible writer 
remarks) extends his obfervations to the appearances of nature, 
as well as the produétions of art. He difcovers beauties wher- 
ever they are to be found inthe works of God and of man, and 
is charmed with the harmony and order of the different parts of 
the creation, and with the endlefs variety of new objeéts, which 
nature prefents to his view. The flowers, as they difclofe their 
vivid hues; the animals that move in comely fymmetry; the 
ocean that now [preads its fmooth furface, and now heaves its 
tempeftons waves on high; the mountains that {well in rugged 
majefty ; the vallies, clothed in verdant attire; the {plendid lu- 
minary, whofe beams difclofe the beauties of the world, and 
who decks the face of nature with brighter charms ; the blue 
concave of Heaven, fpangled with countlefs ftars, and illumined 
by the foft effulgence of the moon—all thefe come under the 

obfervation of tate, and fupply it with abundant fources of en- 
joyment.”’ 

Tafte prefides with fupreme authority over all the elegant arts. 
Therg are none fo low in their fubferviency, tothe ufes of man. 
kind, as not to afford fubjeéts for its decifions. It extends its 
influence to drels, furniture, and equipage ; but prefides, as in 
us moft diltinguilhed provinces, over poetry, eloquence, paint- 
ing, architeéture, fculptuce, and mufic ; becaufe among them 
genius takes its unbounded range, and exerts its fuileft power. 
On the contrary, it turns away with averfioa from every thing 
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in life which is repugnant tothe finer feelings of the mind, and is 
in any meafure mean, fordid, or bafe. Akenfide beautifully 


exprefles it : 


** Say, what is tafte, but the internal powers, 
A€tive and ftrong, and feelingly alive 
To each fine impulfe ? a difcerning fenfe 
Of decent and fublime, with quick difguft 
From things deform’d.” 


‘ 

As we would cultivate this fine difpofition, it will be abfo- 
Jutely neceffary to be particular in our authors and company, 
for if we (pend our time in frivolous purfuits, we fhall foon feel 
the awful confequence. Whereas the beft claffic writers are 
well worthy of our perufal, and the beauties of literature will 
improve our underftandings ; and we cannot confult the wri- 
tings of Zimmerman, Fenelon, Pope, Addifon, Thomfon, Mil- 
ton, Young, or Johnfon, without increafing our fund of know- 
ledge, and making us better Chriftians. Their works will be 
clear to the lateft pofterities. Mr. Campbell’s Abridgement is 
a work much wanted by therifing generation, and bids fair to be 
extenfively ufeful. ; 

It is a pleafing thought that mental tafte wil! extenditfelf toa 
better world, where our knowledge will rapidly increafe, and 
we fhall know as weare known; where al! caufe of mifery will 
ceafe, and mental tafte will be the fource of happinefs for ever 
and ever. 


T. M. 





Life of Charles Pichegru, General in Chicf of the Army of 
the North, in ihe fecond and third ears of the French 
Republic, and afterwards a Member of the Legu/lative 
Body. 


(Concluded from Page 835.) 


N any other feafon of the vear than that in which Pichegru 
refumed the command of the army, it would have been :m- 
pofible to conquer Holland, on account of its waters. An 
army can {carcely make a flep without meeting with a lake, a 
dyke, or ariver. All the pontoous which the French had would 
have been infufficient to the purpoic. The ivads are all made 
on dykes or marthes. ‘The paflage of an army over them would 
bave broken them down, and confequent!y have rendered a re- 
treat, if not impoflible, highly daogerous. In amoment of ex- 
treme danger and diitrefs, it may be prefumed that, if the flade- 
holder and the Batavian people had been united, they would 
9 have 
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have confented to open the fluices of North Holland, by which 

all Weft Friefland, the province of Holland, and a part of that 

of Utrecht, would be laid under water. They could alfo have 
cut ditches from the rivers, inundate the eaftern provinces, and 
thereby throw infurmountable obftacles to an invading army. 

In the {pring or fummer thefe means might have been 
adopted, whatever inconveniencies or hardfhips the Dutch them. 
felves could have experienced from them : the anceftors of the 
prince of Orange had aftually ufed them againft Lewis the 
Fourteenth. 

A froft of uncommon feverity, however, put thefe confidera« 
tions out of all queflion. It not only converted the waters into 
a folid mafs, affording a free and eafy paffage for men, horfes, 
and heavy artillery, but it would appear to have benumbed the 
faculties of every one of the natives, and left activity and 
vigour only tothe French. This effeé&t, however, cannot be fo 
much afcribed to the power of the weather on the bodies of the 
inhabitants as to the political influence of the government on 
their minds. 

The houfe of Naffau had been gradually lofing its credit and 
authority for a number of years, and it had a great many enemies 
among the wealthy part of its fubjef&ts, on account of its late 
ufurpations. 

It may*be remembered that, in the year 1579, the Batavians 
elefted a chief to fave them from flavery. ‘The truft and title 
of ftadtholder are therefore as ancient as the republic itfelf. 
The powers, however, conferred on this officer, were confined 
tothe direétion of the forces by land and fea. This dignity was 
ele€tive, and fubje& to be fuppreffed. It was a€tually fuppreffed 
in the feventeenth century for the {pace of twelve years, viz. 
from 1660 to 1072, The people exprefsly referved to them- 
felves the legiflative, adminiftrative, and judiciary powers. But 
it is in vain that the people take precautions for dividing the 
powers and referving their rights; every eleéted chief inclines 
naturally to become abfolute mafter whenever he finds an op- 
portunity. If he has the forcein his hands, he will foon make 
ufe of it as a proof of his right. 

In 1747, the ftadtholWer began to attack the Batavian confti- 
tution, in rendering this dignity hereditary to all his pofterity, 
male and female. This unconflitutional ftretch of power na- 
turally difpleafed a people jealous of their liberty ; it neverthe- 
lefs did not occafion an explofion. 

_In 1757, the laft fladtholder openly attacked the civil and po- 
litical liberty of the Dutch. Not contented in being governors 
general, captain-general, and grand-admira!, he would infift upon 
influencing the legiflative body, and the inferior adminiftrations. 
He fucceeded fo well inthis view, that there remained in Hol- 
Jand neither legiflator, magiftrate, nor eyen burgo-mafter of the 
Vol. 44. R fmalle ft 
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fmalleft villages, but who were nominated by him or his parti. 
zans. 

The difcontented were about to rife in revolt, when the king 
of Pruffia fent the prince fome of his troops, which, according 
to the language of defpotic princes, brought thofe people to 
reafon, who fo loudly exclaimed againft the flagrant ufurpation. 
The ftadtholder enjoyed his newly affumed prerogations as long 
as he continued the ftrongeft ; but no fooner did the French ap- 
pear with the fcroll of “ liberty and equality” on their arms, 
than he found himfelf the weaker, and, forefeeing what was 
likely to happen, offered to make peace with the invaders, which 
was denied him. He next propofed an armiftice, and this de- 
mand was rejefied. 

So much of the political ftate of Holland it was thought ne. 
ceflary to lay before the reader, that he might not be at a lofs for 
the reafon why the French found rather allies than enemies in 
the Dutch people. 

The above fketch of the late political condition of a country, 
once fo renowned for its courage and endurance, will account 
for the celerity with which Venloo, Nimeguen, Breda, and 
Grave, were taken by the republicans. 

This difpofition of the Dutch, fo obvioufly favourable to the 
French intereft, put the former ona footing of jealoufly and dif- 
truft with the Englifh. Indeed, this diflike went fo far as to 
give encouragement toa reprefentation made in print by the 
French author above-mentioned, that at Nimeguen, onthe night 
of the 8ihof November, 1794, when the Englifh retired from 
the city, they drew back the bridge to the right of the river, 
burnt it, and left the Dutch only in the place: but, what is 
worfe, the fame author affirms, that at the time the gates of the 
place were opened to the republican troops, and that they were 
poffefling themfelves of Dutch foldiery who had furrendered in 
their boats, the Englifh fired as wel] on them as on the French. 
It would be defirable to fee thefe particulars contradiéted, that 
an ill-will might not be cherifhed and perpetuated between two 
nations fo long in amity with each other. When the armies of 
the Rhine and of the Sambre and Meufe had advanced propor- 
tionably forward, Pichegru left his retreat, and placed himfelf 
again at tne head of the armics. 

The rigour of the feafon had already fhewn itfelf, and flattered 
him with the hopes of realifing his projefts upon Holland. 
Karly in December the Meufe was frozen over, and the ice was 
ftrong enough in many places to pafs over it; and, ina few 
days after, the Waal became a folid piece of ice. This inci- 
dent was too favourable for the aftive mind of Pichegru to lofe 
awoment. He ordered the brigade of Genera! Daéndels, and 
that of General Often, to pafs the Meufe upon the ice, and pro- 
ceed againit the Ifleof Bommel. The Hollanders madea very 
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feeble refiftance, and the garrifon of Fort St. André in a fhort 
time furrendered. It is impoffible to fay whether the low ftate 
to which the loyalty of the Dutch had fallen, or the low ftate at 
which the thermometer ftood, contributed moft to this fpeedy 
conqueft. The former was at leaft at the point of perfeé in- 
difference, and the latter was feventeen degrees below the freez- 
ing point. Sixteen hundred prifoners were made on that dav, 
and a great number of cannon and {mall arms, befides ammuni- 
tion, were taken. 

It might appear degrading to our own army, embarked in fo 
hopelefs and unhappy a caufe, to delineate the progrefs of the 
fuccefsful republicans at this time, and of courfe the corre{pon- 
dent retreat of the Britifh forces ; firft, under his royal high- 
nefs the duke of York, and afterwards under General Aber- 
crombie. At all events, it muft be irkfome to an Englith 
painter, however difpofed to be impartial, to find the prominent 
figure, being an enemy, derives its light from the obfcure pofi- 
tion of his friends. The French writers who have celebrated 
the achievements of their generals, have been too apt to throw 
out infinuations againft the Englifh for the part they fuftained 
in this memorable campaign ; for inftance, in the engagement 
which took place on the 11thof January, 1795, upon crofling 
the Waal, below Nimeguen, the fuccefsful termination of which 
affair put an end to all chance of preventing the invafion of 
every one of the United Provinces, one of the French hiflo- 
rians applauds the firmnefs of the Auftrians, while he infinuates 
that the refiftance of the Englifh was feeble. 

The entire fuccefs of the four brigades under the French ge- 
nerals Vandamme, Compere, Jordon, and Reunicr, allowed 
Macdonald the facility of pafling the river at Nimeguen, in the 
{mall boats with feveral companies of grenadiers, by which he 
polleffed himfelf of Fort Knoffemburg, the garrifon being ob- 
liged to abandon it. 

As this laft ftruggle of the allied armies failed of fuccefs, and 
was attended with the lofs of artillery, prifoners, ftores, &c, it 
was foon followed by deputations from the province of Utrecht 
to the French, by the departure of the prince of Orange, by 
the capitulation of the province of Holland, and, laftly, by the 
entrance of the French into Amfterdam on the 26th of January, 
1795. After the conqueft of the United Provinces, the army 
of the north became difpofeable, except 25,000 men, which the 
two governments agreed {hould be left in Holland. The reft 
were employed in reinforcing the aétive armies. 

Pichegru was now ordered to direft the movements of the 
army of the Rhine and Mofelle. He neverthelefs preferved 
the chief command of thofe of the Sambre and Meufe, and of 
the north. The firft continued to have Jourdan at the‘head of 
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it, and Moreau was named general in chief of that of the 
north, 

On the 1ft of April, Pichegru was called up to Paris to take 
the command of the armed force which was to be employed 
againft the infurreétion which threatened a new revolution. 
Paris was at this time declaged to be in a fate of fiege, and 
Pichegru, as general in chief, marched againft the infurgents in 
that part of the capital called the cité, and thofe in the fe€tion of 
Quinze-Vingts. He reported to the convention, that its orders 
were executed ; and, in confequence of this fpeedy fuppreffion 
of rebellion, the refra€tory members were tranfported to Cay- 
enne, whither, ftrange to tell, this general, a fhort time after, 
was (oh, ftrange reverfe! oh, caprice of fortune!) himfelf ba. 
nifhed. 

Soon after this, he fell under fufpicion of having been tam- 
pered with by the banifhed royalifts. He was removed from 
the command of the armies, and Moreau fucceeded him. In 
the next year (the 5th of the republic) he was chofen a deputy 
for the department of Aube, to replace the one.third of the 
convention going out. He was eletted prefident, and in the 
next month accufed the direétory of finifter and perfidious de. 
figns, and propofed to define the conflitutional limits of the go- 
vernment. 

Soon after this, placards were fluck up on the walls of Paris, 
fignifying, that the agents of the pretender were a€tive in open. 
ing the way to the return of royalty; that Imbert-Colomée, 
one of the members of the council of five hundred, was the 
treafurer to Louis XVIII. and that Pichegru was implicated in 
this affair. He was immediately arrefted by General Angereau, 
and on the memorable day, 18th Fruftidor (4th of September, 
1797), was condemned to be tranfported to Cayenne. What- 
ever might have been his defign, whether to place himfelf at the 
head of the government, or to reinftate the banilhed family, 
there can be no doubt of his having held a correfpondence, 
through an intermediary channel, with the prince of Condé. 
Several letters were found in the porte-feuille of the Count En. 
traignes, at Venice, containing the particulars of a converfation 
between Pichegru and the Count de Monigaillard, on the fubjeé 
of a counter-revolution. The porte-feuille contatning thele 
documents was opened at Montebello, in the prefence of the 
Generals Bonaparte and Clarke ; and if the papers contained in 
iz were not fuflicient to eftablifh the fatis alledged againft him, 
the countenance and aid he received from the diftinguifhed per- 
fonages outof France, who had made him offers, confirmed the 
whole. This occurrence contributed, in a great degree, to give 
effe€t to the meafures which Bonaparte adopted afterwards for 
poffefling himfelf of the fupreme power, civil and military. 

Pichegru 
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Pichegru was put on board the Vaillante, at Rochefort, and 
conveyed along with Barthelemy of the diref&tory, and many 
fufpeéted members of the legiflature and others, to French 
Guyana. 

The French are always ready at expedients ; the general was 
not wanting in this refpeét: he @ontrived to get away from his 
place of flavery, and, arriving in London, had an interview 
with Mr. Wickham and others inthe then adminiftration. On 
the very day he was obferved in our houfe of peers attending 
the debates, his name was infcribed on the lift of emigrants. 

He was engaged by the Englith government to affift the Auf. 
trian armies with his advice, and alfo held conferences at Augf- 
burg, with M. Precey and M. Dundré upon the intereft of the 
coalefced powers. Of the recent enterprize which occafioned 
his falling into the hands of his implacable enemies, nothing 
ought to be faid but with great caution, and on the belt autho. 
rity, fince the lives of a great many perfons of diftin@tion may 
be thereby farther endangered ; fince it will be from the con- 
nection, or imputed connedion, with the Englifh government, 
that the chief colour for condemning them will be drawn. 

People are confiderably divided in opinion as to the caule of 
this general's death. We know that the prifons which contain 
great political captives are feldom without their mutes, who have 
the bowl, the dagger, or the bow-ftring, always at hand. There 
are thofe, however, who find reafons enough for his commiting 
fuch a fuictce, in his high fenfe of honour, of delicacy towards 
others, and of confiftency in his own conduét. 

Thus one of the illuftrious modern generals, who had fo much 
diftinguifhed limfelf, and attached immortality to a name which, 
but for the French revolution, might never have been known, 
ended that life in a loathfome prifon, which for feveral years of 
it had been glorioufly {pent in camps and uninterrupted vidtories. 
Well may it be faid, “* take phyfic, pomp,” for ambition, that 
dropfy of the foul, frequently deftroys the great, as well as its 
fuccefsful career often enflaves many. 





PARTICULARS of FRENCH SUPERSTITION. 





[From Holcroft’s Travels. ] 


T is not a faf&t of {mall importance that few of the officiating 

priefts are young men, that the old are much more nume- 

rous than the middle-aged, and that feminaries for the new ge- 

nerations of pricfts fcarcely exift. Muft the monks of Italy, 

Spain, and the German ftates migré ite, that the catholic church 

in France may not expire of inanity ? Revolutions cannot ex. 
tirpate 
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tirpate ignorance. To bigotry, knowledge isa difeafe; and of 
that it muft die. 

The adherents of bigotry have not loft all hope, even from 
the aid of miracles. At the diftance of about four miles from 
Paris, is a village on a hill, popularly known by the name of 
Mont Calvaire; Mount Cdyapy ; fo called becaufe the monks 
formerly had incited the Parifians to go there in folemn procef- 
fion, as pilgrims, bearing croffes and aéting mock crucifixions, 
that they might obtain the remiffion of fins and plenary indul- 
gence.* In the days of tumultuous and daring inquiry, Mont 
Calvaire and its proceffions became fo much the {port of infidels 
that devotion could not be rouzed to brave fuch mockery. 

The confeffion of pilgrim penitents, and the confolation of 
plenary indulgences, were fources of revenue; which the monks, 
even in their moft deje&ted ftate, were unwilling eternally to ree 
linquifh. The hill called Montmartre is almoft as fleep as that 
called Mont Calvaire; and hasthe advantage of being very near 
to Paris. One hill was as fit for the piety of fuch pilgrims as 
another; and thofe, whofe zeal was not warm enough to fupport 
them during a journey of four or five miles, might poflibly be 
equal to the fatigue of twice as many hundred yards. 

Among other glaring offences to decorum is that of plafter- 
ing the entrance, the doors, and the infide of churches with large 
and {mall printed bills; that advertize the devout of the fuc- 
ceflive fellivals, fermons, mufical maffes, and other periodical 
ceremonies, which are héld or performed, in honour of different 
faints and on different occafions at the various churches of Paris. 
It is difficult to conceive the effe&t of a prattice fo indecent: it 
reminds an Englifhman of the dirty walls and fhutters of a te- 
nantlefs houfe. Yet it does but correfpond with every thing he 
fees. 

A large pofting-bill of this kind was publifhed by the priefts, 
which announced that Mont Calvatre was removedto Montmar. 
tre. The bull excited laughter, the artifice a figh. 

After the publication of the concordat, when the embodied 
priefthood again began to feel collettive ftrength and the theo. 
philanthrophifts were expelled the churches, in which it was 
once more held prophane to worfhip God alone, without the in- 
terceffion of faints, a wifh to return to Mount Calvary was cone 
ceived; and hopes to accomplifh it were infpired. 

The means however for obtaining this end were of the old 
leaven. 


6 A 


* IT have the following manufcript extra from an old Parifian 
Guide, the date of which I have not preferved. 

«« May 3, the day of the invention of the holy-crofs pilgrimage to 
Mount Valerien; otherwife called Calvary: great numbers refort 


there curing the cdave.” 
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A poor woman, who hawked either eggs, or fomething that 
fhe brought from the neighbourhood of Mont Calvazre, fell into 
converfation with my wife ; and informed her, with every token 
of faith in amazement, that a body had been dug up on that 
mountain, which was as frefh in appearance as the very day on 
which it had died; that, previous to its having been buried, it 
had been opened, and again fewed up, as the ftitches, ftill to be 
feen, proved, which were as if juft taken; that the winding- 
fheet itfelf was in the fame wonderful ftate, a flight yellow tinge 
excepted: and that crowds were reforting thither, to beg that 
they might be permitted to poffefs a morfel of this miraculous 
fheet, while the very pooreft of the people were fubfcribing their 
fous and fix hard pieces, that the pilgrimage to Mont Calvaire 
might be re-eftabJifhed ; it being thus recently and incontrover- 
tibly proved to be a holy place. 

I do not ufe the woman’s words; I imitate the energy with 
which fhe is defcribed to me to have {poken. 

Louifa afked her if, during the revolution, fhe had not heard 
of the arts praétifed by priefts? And the woman, with that ver. 
fatility which charaéterizes the people, defended herfelf from the 
poflibility of her being a bigot, by alledging that, for her part, 
fhe never wentto church; except at feftivals, and to {ce mar- 
riages. 

It would be difficult to afford a better fpecimen of the feelings 
and capacity of the populace, concerning religion, than is given 
in this fhort converfation. 

Being informed, by the bills I have mentioned, of the Loz 
retto-leap made by Mont Calvaire to Montmartre, curiofity 
muft have been dull indeed if I had not paid a vifit to this mo. 
dern refort for pilgrims. 

The village of Montmartre is built on a fteep height which 
gives it a very picturefque effe€t when viewed at a diftance, 
towering far above the fteeples and turrets of Paris. So feen, 
imagination lends it a thouland charms, makes it the refidence 
of the wealthy, embellifhes it with country manfions, and there 
eftablithes the feat of tafte, rendered {till more exquifite by the 
frefh breezes of health. Were it in the vicinity of London, 
fo it would become, as far as the foftering hand of man is con- 
cerned; it is with few exceptions the very reverfe: dirty and 
narrow are the ftreets, wretched are the inhabitants, and ruinous 
are their habitations. 

Half concealed among falling walls and furrounding rubbith, 
I found a {mall church, entered it, and began my enquiries con- 
cerning this place of pilgrimage. 

On a door, at the eaft end of the north aifle, was the follow- 
ing written infcription; which I literally copied with its falf¢ 
Capitals, 














116 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
capitals, and want of points and apoflrophe commas to denote 
contraétions : except the P, all the capitals were in red ink. 


C’eft ala Sacriftie que lon Sadreffe Pour fe mettre de la Con. 
frérie dela Croix On y trouve auf la lure du Calvaire, 


A fhop-infcription:in the ftreets of Paris, not more faulty 
than this, I fhould have confidered as an honourable teftimony 
of improvement; but, to men of claflical education, it was a 
difgrace: compared however to other tokens of the ftate of 
mind among thole priefts, it might be called perfeétion it. 
felf. 

Would it not be fuppofed that the effervefcence of reproof, 
fatire, and contempt, which fo long reigned as well againft the 
childifh as the grofs pra€tices of the priefthood, would have 
awakened in that order fome refpe&t for themfelves ; fome de- 
fire not to appear more ridiculous in their farces than any buf- 
foon on the boulevards ; and, though they fhould think it their 
duty to praéticethe rites and ceremonies of a church which they 
might honeftly believe was truly catholic, yet to prattice them 
fo as not again fubje&t themfelves to be defpifed; not again, as 
they had done, to deprive enraged enemies of all pity that their 
worldiy effeéts, nay their lives, fell the multiplied facrifices to 
perfecution ? Had they not been {chooled enough to teach them 
a little caution ; a litthe common fenfe ? I will defcribe what I 
faw. 

In this fmall church there were feven paltry piétures, fuch 
as beggary only would hang up in its hovel: they reprefent va- 
rious of the incidents fuppofed to have happened when Chrift 
was crucified, and were labelled from ftation one to feven, 
They were the imaginary reiting places, not only of Chrift, 
but, of the weary pilgrims, who, after having left Paris, had 
travelled almoit half a mile up hill: at each of thefe, while they 
prayed, they might repofe. 

The end to which they led was a wretched wooden fculpture 
of Chrift on the crofs, and others of thofe two eternal thieves 
who, in catholic land, never forfake him, with figures that had 
little in them of human, 

This might have been pardoned: whatever was valuable in 
fculpture, other thieves, flill more vile, the thieves of the revo- 
lution had induftrioufly fecured. But the decorations which the 
inventive piety of the fathers of la Confrerie de la Croix had 
placed to fill the imaginations of penitents, and infpire them 
with awe, contrition, aud piety, were the things that appeared to 
me truly furprifing. 

On the left of Chrift there was a {mall blue globe, on which 
was a lead coloured cock, with red comb and gills, which ap- 
peared as if it had once been the figntoa dirty cabaret of the 
gallic cock treading upow the world, and bought by the pricits 
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at an old iron,broker’s. Below was a foldier’s fword, in a rufly 
{cabbard, with a dirty brafs hilt: befide that a common walking 
flick, not worth two-pence; and along with ita brown ridicule, 
or woinan’s work-bag: all of them not only tothe full as mean 
but as modern in coflume as I have defcribed. To render it flill 
more ftrange,there was an old broom, and a rod nailed in the 
form of a crofs. 

On the right hand, the ornaments were a ladder, a Janthorn, a 
revolutionary pike, a holy water brufh,afponge on a flick, and 
a fcourge (not that which the friar who went from Antwerp 
bought from Pontius Pilate), each and all as mean as the imple- 
ments on the left. 

Left thefe things fhould not be fufficiently childifh, in the 
centre, about five feet from the ground, wasaglafs cafe with 
grotto work ; that, when penitence was weary of lamentation, it 
might look and exclaim, Mon Dieu, comme c’eft jolie! So pal- 
try and trifling, however, was this exhibition of art, that the 
meaneft fhowman in France could not, by exhibiting it, have 
hoped to have gained fixpence in a month. 

There was one thing in the church well calculated to infpire 
flrong emotions, in minds capable of religious fervour: it was 
an excellent figure in wax, large as life, of Chrift, lying hort- 
zontally, and feen not too diftingétly through a net-work of wire, 

Torclieve my mind of the painful reflections which fucceeded 
laughter, I afcended that part of the hill to the weft where a row 
of feven windmills begins; the profpeé of the city from this 
place was remarkably fine. The fog of fmoke is not fo denfe 
over Paris as it is over London; and befide it was the feafon 
when, the kitchens excepted, there was not perhaps a fire in Paris. 

Before I afcended the hill, I had no recolleétion of having ob- 
ferved the wind to be high; but it was fo powerful, when I ftood 
on this naked height, that I did not think it fate to approach any 
fleep defcent. 

I left the place with thofe emotions of furprife which I have 
before fuggefted, that the brows and dells of this variegated and 
commanding height were not enriched by the retreats of the 
wealthy ; who might with fuch facility procure pleafures, which 
all men pretend fo muchtoadmire. This negle& appears to me 
one of the many glaring proofs that the. French, fo far from 
being the arbiters of fine tafte, and the zealous promoters of 

elegant enjoyment, have few of them a true feeling for fuch 
objeéts. 

As I defcended the hill, how full of meditation was the mind. 
The dirty cabaret, hidden ina hole, that proclaimed itfelf the 
rendezvous of the nation; the bald arts of the priefts, whofe 
forlarn.condition as men excited pity, and the general picture 
of lagging civilization, and other fimilar circumitances, prove 
that the common conveniencies of life were little attended to. 
Vol 44. S Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by P. Gove, of Exeter, to A. Kyne’s Charade, inferted June 4. 


HE EYE-GLASS, Sir, I will engage, 
Doth oft affift both youth and age. 


ft We have received the like anfwer from Strap, P. Gove, and R. Hol- 
well, of Exeter; Britannicus, of Dartmouth; J. Waldron, of Lyme-Regis; 
G. Hann, jun. and G, Holland, of Stoke Abbot; W. Gifford, of South Pe. 
therton; IT, Coumbe, of St. German’s; W. Bickham, jun. and R. Mudge, 
of Afhburton; and J. Whittle, of Upway. 











Anfwer, by G. Holland, of Stoke Abbot, to R. Mudge’s Charade, inferted June 18, 


HE parts conne&ed will explain 
A {portive RABBIT on the plain. 


*+* We have received the like anfwer from R. Holwell, W. Commins» 
J. T.S. H. Humphreys, and W. Strong, of Exeter; J. Whittle, of Up- 
way; T. Rutger, of Clowance; A. Kyne, jun. of Dartmouth; W. Bick 
ham, jun. of Afhburton; G. Hann, jun. of Stoke Abbot; and G. Coulman> 
of Broadhempfton. 


SS ante ne) 


Anfwer, by J. T. S. of Exeter, to J. E.’s Charade, inferted June 18, 





Dw OXFORD city may be feen 
Scholaflic learning very keen. 

t§t We have received the like anfwer from R. Holwell, W. Commins, 
W . Strong, and H, Humphreys, of Exeter; G. Holland, and G. Hann, jun, 
of Stoke Abbot; R. Mudge, and W. Bickham, jun. of Afhburton ; T. RKut- 
ger, of Clowance; Primrofe, of Taunton; J. Waldron, of Lyme Regis; 
and G, Coulman, of Broadhempfion. 


An ANAGRAM, by R. Mudge, of Afhburton. 


A Term of mufic change aright, , 
An Englifh town you'll bring to light, 





4 CHARADE, by S. L. Margary, of Manfion-Houfe, near Penryn. 


Y firft’s the ruler of the day, 
To whom unnumber’d thoufands pray, 

And deem him all divine; 
Within the bound’ries of the fea, 
Behold my next doth {kip and play, 

With filv’ry radiance thine: 
Delicious whole! exceeding fair! 
On Albion’s coaft doth oft appear. 








4 CHARADE, by T. Jarvis, of Malborough. 


y® curious gents! who take delight 
To folve each myltery, 

My firft you’ll find, what youand I, 
And every man fhould be. 

My fecond you may always find, 
Explore cach diftant pole; 

And furely, if you are my firft, 

You'll gladly do my whole, 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
TO THE CUCKOO. 


Written and fet to Mufic by T. Snort, Author of «* Milefill, ee.” 


Bird of fpring! whofe liquid notes, 
Loud echo thro’ the vernal grove, 
Refponfive to the warbling throats 
OF lark and linnet, thruth and dove. 
When {pring has banifh’d winter drear 
Thy cuckoo, cuckoo charms the ear, 


How pleafing do thy folos found, 
At blufhing morning’s earlieft hour, 
Till burfls the mighty chorus round 
From till, from grove, from wood and bower ; 
When Sol has chas’d the fhadows drear 
Thy cuckoo, cuckoo charms the ear. 


And O how [weet! bencath the fhade, 
When noon’s bright glow illumes the plain, 
On the green turf’s foft carpet laid, 
To liflen to thy chearing flrain, 
Delightful then thy voice to hear, 
While cuckoo, cuckoo charms the ear. 


And when at eve thy clofing feng 
Soothes, foftly foothes the ‘* expiring day ;”* 
O then how {weet! the dells among 
To walk, attended by thy lay, 
While day to night refigns the {phere, 
Thy cuckoo, cuckoo charms the ear. 


But ab! {weet bird, alas! how foon 
Thy dulcet melody muft clofe, 
At bluth of morn, at beam of noon, 
Or when gray evening courts repofe ; 
*Tis but when {pring commands the year, 
That we the charming cuckoo hear. 


Scarce do the meads forbear to {mile ; 
Scarce ardent fummer claims his reign 5 
The mower f{carce renews his toil, 
Before thou leav’ft the drooping feene 5 
Before our ifle muff ceafe to hear 
Thy cuckoo, cuckoo, charm the ear ! 


Ah! what a ftriking emblem this ’ 
Of life’s young {pring, and youth’s gay mien ; 
When the full bofom throbs with blifs, 
And flow’ rets all the path adorn ; 
When mirth and glee the fpirits chear, 
And hope’s {weet cuckoo charmsthe ear. 


But foon, how {oon! youth’s pleafing fpring, 
To manhood’s toilfome fummer yields 5 
Soon autumn {weeps, with chilly wing, 
Or wintry age deforms the fields: 
Nor zephyrs breathe, nor flowers appear, 
Nor cuckoo, cuckoo charms the ear. 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


On the late gallant Exploits of the Britifo Troops in the Eaft Indies. 


Exeter, 


rs eaftern climes the trump of fame, 
Proclaims aloud Britannia’s name, 
For viftories nobly won ; 
While plaudits firike the lift’ning ear, 
High float ber banners in the air, 
And laurels crown her fons! 


Her veteran fons their foes defy, 
Refolv’d to conquer or to die, 
Nor fear’d their mighty hoft ; 
Tho’ twelve to one their numbers* were, 
Boldly they march’d, they knew no fear 
On India’s fultry ceaft. 


Loud thunders fhook th’ embattled plain, 
And rank on rank of Britifh flain 

Strew'd the enfanguin’d field ; 
Still on they prefs, and urge the foe, 
They deal defiru€tion at each blow, 

And make their foes to yield. 


The gallant chief, brave Well’fley! fhone, 

And Lake, well fam’d! frefh laurels won, 
Oneach eventful day ; 

Each Britith toldier bravely fought, 

Where danger frown’d that poft they fought, 
Without fear or difmay. 


Proud Gallia ftill may make her boaft 
OF her well-forim’d and numerous hoft, 
And firive our fhores to gain; 
Oppos’d to Britons they will meet, 
Diigrace, difmay, and dire defeat, 
From Albion’s warlike train. 
P. GOVE. 


* In one of the engagements the force of the enemy was 70,000, and the Britifh and 
native troops together not more than §209 








Addrefs to a Friend, written at Matlock Bath in the Month of June. 





Come, my friend ! ere fummer’s fultry heat 
Impairs the beauty of this {weet retreat ; 

While frefhnefs breathes, by heavenly moifture fed, 
And balmy airs fupport each flow’ret’s head ; 
While living green, with gems of Floragay, 
Gives foften’d lufire to the lengthen’d day ; 
And zephyrs fweetly waft on perfum’d wing 
The mufky treafures of the ripen’d {pring ; 
The waving foliage on our rocks fublime, 
The woods éxulting in their leafy prime, 
Derwent, who now with pride refleéts, and laves 
The reftlefs branch that ftoops to kils his waves, 
The birds who warble to the mate they love, 
The fong that charms the liftener of the grove, 
Ju? now, when fummer bids to {pring adieu, 
And forms of beauty boaft each beauteous hue, 
And rural nature, with triumphant glee 
Leads every feeling heart to fympathy— 
Friendthip would luré thee to thefe fmiling bowers, 
Entwine her myrtle with their fimple flowers, 
And in the dear and {weet affemblage find, 
What charms the fenfes, and what foothes the mind. 








